272      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
Donatists, who attended in full force, and insisted on the attendance of all their rivals when the list of two hundred and eighty-six names was produced, Marcellinus took the chair, and was supported by the chief civic officials.     When he saw the great throng of Donatist bishops, some of them weak with age and infirmity, he bade them seat themselves.    The fanatical group refused to sit under the same roof as the ' traditores,' and Marcellinus and his  officials  politely relinquished  their  own seats.    The president then read the conditions of the conference,  and  gave  an  assurance that  the losers    would     suffer     no    violence    for     their zeal.
It  would   be   of little   interest   to   follow   the course of the  conference in detail.     The  official notaries were supplemented by four representing each party, and controlled by four bishops, so that we have a verbatim  report of the   proceedings, each  speech  being signed  by the speaker.     The first day was wasted in a quarrel about names and numbers, each side being now eager to prove how many bishops it had left at home.   The second day was equally unprofitable.     On the third day the tactics of the Donatists were cleverly met by Augustine and Marcellinus, and a long debate ensued.